Westerberg, English 1-2

LORD OF THE FLIES

Final Study Guide

A selection of four to five of the following questions will appear on your final.  Be prepared to respond to all of them.

· Be prepared to clearly compare and contrast the following characters and analyze their significance in the story.  What type of person does each of these characters represent and how do they affect the success or failure of the society the boys establish?
Ralph, Jack, Piggy, Simon, the littluns, the hunters
· If Golding’s goal in this novel is to trace the evils of society to evils in the individual, what do you think, according to this novel, the central evil is in all of us?  Use textual detail to support your response.
· Do you feel that this novel is one of hope or one of despair?  Do you feel that this book might give us insight into how to live more productive peaceful lives?  Support your answer.

· What is the meaning of the following symbols?  Explain how the symbols evolve through the course of the novel.
Piggy’s glasses (and their destruction), the sow’s head, the man with the parachute, the conch, the hunter’s face paint

· Of all of the characters, whom do you respect the most?  Support you answer with concrete details that correspond to traits that you find admirable.

· Be prepared to diagram the plot of the novel, listing key events that correspond to the story’s exposition, rising action, climax, falling action, and resolution.

· Compare yourself to one of the characters in the novel.  Whom are you most like?   Whom are you most different from? Why? Compare specific actions, traits, thoughts, and/or feelings.

· Golding uses this novel as a satire; he exposes problems with humans and society.  How might this book be a satire of government?  What do you see as the problems with government as realized by the boys on the island?

· Clearly, things go poorly for the boys while they are secluded.  Knowing what happens in the novel, what would you do to prevent these tragic events.  Come up with a clear plan that addresses the problems that arise.
